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                                     Dear Friends, 

                                     I have a confession.  Newsletter work isn't glamorous work.  Souls are not

often saved through the newsletter articles, and rarely do folks feel the power of the Holy

Spirit ripple through them when they see the church newsletter arrive in the mailbox.  On a

good month, I dread getting that email from Deb reminding me and other members of the

governing board that the newsletter articles are due.  Since about March, I admit that the idea

of doing a newsletter feels even more overwhelming.  But I also know how important it is to

be connected and the newsletter is one of many excellent ways we stay connected during

these uncharted times. 

We continue to find new ways to do things.  And one of the hardest part about doing things

differently isn't the learning curve, but the unexpected grief we experience.  As we move into

fall, and back to school it seems like it will be a mixture of normal and new.   Some of our

students and teachers are headed back to in person learning, but they are also preparing for

the possibility that they will be learning virtually sometime during this school year.   Some

sports seems to be going ahead as planned, while others are being postponed hopefully to be

started in the spring.   Some of us are beginning to venture into groups again while others

remain at home.    The worship team and I have planned as we usually do a fall worship series,

but this year we are joining with another congregation.  Things are "normal" but also new. 

One thing that remains ever constant, we are a community.   The people of this church, the

people of Manistee, both in person and in the virtual world we are a community.   Technology

has allowed us to remain active in ways that did not exist before.   We are a community.   And

one thing I know for sure is that Jesus was all about community (in many ways he was all

about doing community in completely new ways, but thats for another newsletter).  So my

prayer for us as we continue to navigate these changes, is that we remember how Jesus

taught us about community.  Jesus taught us a lot about what it means to live in community

with one another. But there was one thing he held above all of it: love. We are called to love

God and love one another. So let’s commit to that even (especially) in the midst of this chaos.

Remember to be kind, we never know what someone else is struggling with.  People have

unseen pains, worries, fears, and struggles, and most if not all of us are doing our very best.  So

as we try new things, some that might feel hard or some we just might not like.  As families go

back to school, or don't.  As friends venture out to eat or are still worried about going to the

market, let's be kind.  Let’s commit to giving others the benefit of the doubt that they are

making the best decisions they can, with the best information they have, for the people they

love and are called to serve.

Things will not always run smoothly as we learn and grow, but we are all trying and if we keep

working on being a community of love, we will get through this.  

Pastor Liz.  

From The Pastor
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First and foremost we want to extend a warm welcome to all of our new members! 
 Through virtual means Pastor Liz and Duane were able to welcome; Rick, Maggie
and Hope Patterson, Adriana Persenaire, Dave Martus and Loren Bach, Jessica

Rozga and Jake Deboni, and John and Kathi Gumpper!

While we wish we were able to be together in our beautiful sanctuary we cannot safely
gather at this time.  Please know the worship team is working hard to support Pastor
Liz as she works to provide us with an online version of worship each week.  The dial

in information for worship with Freeconferencecall.com remains the same.  

Dial-in number (US): (551) 258-5244
International dial-in numbers: https://fccdl.in/i/lizziehoy

Online meeting ID: lizziehoy
Join the online meeting: https://join.freeconferencecall.com/lizziehoy

If you have trouble getting into the meeting on your phone, 'Call Me' to the Dial-In
number above and you will be called into the conference. Message and data rates

may apply.

Worship is also prerecorded and uploaded onto facebook for a premier Sunday
mornings at 10:00am through the church facebook page.  

We will be joining with Church of Christ, UCC in Goshen CT and their pastor Rev.
Sara Krhla for our fall worship series, "Unraveled" a 7 week series where with the help

of scripture we will explore what it means to look for God as parts of lives might be
unraveling around us.   As part of this collaboration we will also offer a joint small

group opportunity on Tuesday Evenings through the use of zoom technology.  If you
wish to participate in that please let Pastor Liz know.  Worship for this series will begin

on September 13th and the small group opportunity will begin on September 8th.  

Nanci Swenson and Joanne Cotugno

From Worship Team

On Stewardship
If you are wanting to continue to send in offerings and pledges there are a couple of ways

to do that while we aren't able to gather in person.  You can give online through our
donation portal. https://www.uccmanistee.org/donate

Or you can mail a check into the office at 412 4th street, Manistee MI 49660.  
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The Governing Board and the Open and Affirming Task Force invite you to a special
virtual presentation.   

Please join us at 11:00am on Sunday September 13, 2020.  It will be held on
FreeConferenceCall.com and recorded so that if you have a hard time calling in you can
watch it later as well.  The purpose of this meeting is to call for a vote on the official Open

and Affirming Statement so that we can become an Open and Affirming Congregation
Officially.  There will be more information about how to vote coming out in the next few
weeks.  But the official vote will be held on September 20th from 1:00pm-4:00pm in the

church parking lot.  (Drive up/drop off and socially distant!)  

The call in information for this meeting is the same information used for worship;
Dial-in number (US): (551) 258-5244

Online meeting ID: lizziehoy
Join the online meeting: https://join.freeconferencecall.com/lizziehoy 

The Open and Affirming Committee recently held an informal poll and took the feedback
they received and crafted a final draft of the Open and Affirming Welcoming Statement to

be voted on, on September 20th.  Below you will find the "new" statement. 

Embracing God's inclusive love, we welcome you. We value you, no matter your race,
ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, pronoun preference,

family structure, faith background, age, ability, or economic circumstance. This community
of faith is open and affirming. We invite you to fully share in worship, fellowship,

leadership, ministry, sacraments, responsibilities, and the blessings and joys of this
church family. We seek to affirm you and all people, as Jesus did, with loving hearts and
open minds. No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, in blue jeans or
Sunday best, you are welcome here at Manistee First Congregational United Church of

Christ.
How The Vote Will Take Place:
According the church by-laws, voters must be present but how do we do this safely?  
Confirmed members will vote by “drive-up” at the church in the parking lot.
Voting will be anonymous and by ballot (Ballots will be available in the church parking lot
or you can print one out ahead of time if you prefer) 
Members will have a 4 hour period on a Sunday September 20th, between 1pm and 4pm.
Need a ride? Not a problem.  Simply let us know!

If you have any questions please contact Pastor Liz, or a member of the Open and
Affirming Committee;  Nanci Swenson, John Helge, Andy and Jane Amstutz, Kate
Thomson, Solana Postma, Adriana Persenaire, Jim Uhl or Jan Williams

Upcoming Congregational Meeting & Vote



As summer is drawing to an end and a feeling of fall is in the air, it seems as if amid all of the
craziness, life has taken a slower, more leisurely pace. Lots of folks walking, with or without
dogs, kids riding their bikes until dark, and people just generally enjoying NW Michigan and
our magnificent lakeshore.
I said before that the Vicar was well on her way to becoming an internet sensation, as our
online/Facebook attendance is nearly on par with a normal Sunday. As it turns out, our
Sunday morning worship “attendance” has grown. Liz told me a couple of weeks ago that just
the Facebook Live viewers numbered 185, plus the regular Zoom attendees. On that note,
over the past month, we have welcomed 10 new members to the congregation!  
Update on the SBA Payroll Protection Program (PPP) loan we obtained through West Shore
Bank. The “loan” is fully forgivable, we used the money as intended. We have completed and
submitted the necessary paperwork to qualify for the forgiveness part of the program.
Everything is in order and we shouldn’t have any issues with the forgiveness process. You
can go to the SBA website – www.sba.gov -  if you want more details on the program.
This past Sunday the Governing Board ‘met’. Several items were discussed. First was a
request from the Open And Affirming task force for the board to take action in the form of a
recommendation to present for acceptance by the congregation their Open and Affirming
Statement. There will be an online presentation at 11:00 am on Sunday, September 13th. An
official vote via in-person drive-thru will be held on the adoption of the Statement on Sunday,
September 20th, from 1-4 pm. You’ll be seeing more about this in the days to come.
Additional action was taken on allowing small groups back into the building following
recommended protocols, as well as having Doug paint the nursery room for the youth group. 
Of course, if you haven’t already, please don’t forget to visit the church's website -
https://www.uccmanistee.org/donate and set up online giving. Thanks to one & all for keeping
up on your weekly giving over the past months. It has helped, the staff is grateful, and by all
accounts, we should weather the storm reasonably well financially.

See you in church (eventually)Duane

NEWSLETTER  SEPTEMBER  2020

UCCMANISTEE .ORG

Moderators Musings

Happy September Birthday!

Sept. 19 - Judd Brown
Sept. 20 - Deb Sorenson
Sept. 26 - Mary Lewis
Sept. 28  - Stuart Swiger
                  Ben Brown

Sept. 1 - Solana Postma
Sept. 6 - Roger Zielinski
Sept. 8 - Sara Zielesch
Sept. 14 - Heather Mucha

Sept. 15 - Ruth Thornley
                 Bill Kennedy
Sept. 16 - Kyle Ohman
Sept. 17 - Kathi Gumpper

Happy September Anniversary!
Sept. 18 - Deanne and Lars Berentsen
Sept. 22 - Deb and Chris Sorenson
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Governing Board Meeting August 30, 2020
Held on Free Conference Call.com

Attending:  Pastor Liz, Jan williams, John Helge, Joanne Cotungo, Bill and Marybeth
Kennedy, Jane Amstutz, Nanci Swenson, Sandy Turk, Mary Hoffrichter, Duane Jones, Ron
Sluis, Meredith Rose, Sue Flarity.
Guest:  Jim Anderson

Opening Prayer was led by Pastor Liz.
John Helge presented on the Open and Affirming Process and requested that the Governing
Board schedule a congregational Q & A after worship on Sept 13th, and a drive up vote from
1PM - 4PM on Sunday September 20th.
There were some questions about the ability to vote absentee, but per the bylaws all votes
must be dropped off in person. 

John moves that the governing board schedule a meeting and a vote, Nanci 2nd and the
motion passed

Doug would like a project to work on as the church is still worshiping from a distance. Pastor
Liz suggested we could officially Paint the nursery room.  Duane asked the youth group to
pick out a color. 

Nanci made the motion, Jane 2nd and the motion passed.

The board also discussed allowing small groups to come back into the building.Pastor Liz will
post signage about COVID safety.The board agreed we would like small groups to
-keep the number to what is suggested by state and cdc guidelines.
-wear masks whenever possible
-keep social distance -clean the tables and countertops they use
-bring their own beverages instead of using the kitchen space
-sign in with date and time of use, number of people, and what space they used.  

The request from the courthouse to use our church as space for jury selection was declined
as most on the board felt that it was going to be too many people for our building to safely
hold

Request from Bill and Sally Mason that the large bush by the handicap parking spot be
trimmed, Meredith and Eric Rose volunteered to do that (Bill and Sally will donate the
equipment needed)
Doug and Pastor Liz noticed that lights in the Deb’s office do not always work correctly and
sometimes the switch at the bottom the back stairs does not always work either.  Bill
Kennedy and Duane Jones both said they would check it out.  

John Helge motioned to adjourn and Nanci 2nd and the meeting adjourned.

Governing Board Meeting  Minutes
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Unraveled Worship Series Begins September 13th


