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From the Pastor… 

Dear Friends 
  The story of Christmas is the story of God entering into the world as a tiny, fragile infant.  We retell this story each year, 
using many different traditions that help us embody it.   For many of us these traditions have been passed down from gen-
eration to generation.  With each year and each retelling we try to remember the story in a way that brings new life into the 
world.  So as we enter into the month of December, and this season of Advent, the season of preparation and waiting, it is 
a good idea to pause and think about how we hear and tell this story in our own hearts. 
  This season is a mix of emotions for many. Including me. I love Advent and the practice of preparation and the practice of 
waiting that we are invited into. There is a bit of anxiety as a pastor, wanting the season to be relevant to all of you, and 
services “perfect” and filled with the Christmas Spirit. The excitement for Christmas builds up and is present in the worship 
traditions of Christmas Eve and spending time with family and friends. It is also filled with some emptiness, as I recognize 
the absence of many loved ones who have died and have left voids in family gatherings and traditions.  
  As I said, Christmas is the season where we remember and retell the story of God entering into this world as a vulnerable 
infant. We retell this story because we must not forget it. We retell this story to remind ourselves that God is present. God 
was in that manger and continues to be present all around us in this world. We retell this story to remind ourselves that 
God is present in every emotion we might experience this season. We retell this story, to encourage us to continually be 
open to the ways that God is entering into the world around us in unexpected ways. 
  Because this season brings a lot of different emotions and because of the times when it can be filled with business, gath-
erings, and running around, I need to be intentional if I want to experience all that God has in store for me and the church 
this season. I have encouraged myself to fully enter into this Christmas season by opening myself to the presence of God 
around me and open myself to the unexpected ways God is entering into the world around me. 
  This season I’d like to invite you into a practice that I am entering in. Find a notebook or make a folder on your phone or 
on your computer. Label it “God Sightings.” Every morning pray that you may see God entering into this world in unex-
pected ways. Pray that you may notice ways that God has always been present but may have missed. As you go through-
out your day, make notes, or take pictures on your phone of ways that God has revealed God’s self to you. And then re-
flect on the ways that God is encouraging you to respond to these “God Sightings.” It is incredible the things we miss. It is 
incredible how much of God we miss. And it is amazing the ways lives are changed when we recognize God and respond. 
I’ll be doing this on social media so that if you would like you can follow along, or maybe even share your “God Sightings” 
with one another.  I’ll be sharing on Facebook and Instagram using, #mfcuccgodsighting.  I can’t wait to see all the sight-
ings we find as we move through advent.   
  In all that you experience this Advent and Christmas season, I pray that the presence of God is felt and experienced 
around and within you and may God’s blessing on you, overflow on to the world around you. 
Blessings 
Pastor Liz 
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 Stewardship…. 

Dear Manistee First Congregational United Church of Christ Families, 
 
We are in the process of completing the Stewardship Campaign which will enable us to develop the 
2020 operating budget for the First Congregational United Church of Christ in Manistee.  To date we 
have received 27 pledge cards and we have a solid foundation on which to begin the budget proc-
ess.  This budget is focused on the day-to-day operations necessary to support the spiritual and 
pastoral needs of the congregation and to maintain the normal upkeep on our beautiful church build-
ing.  Special projects such as window restoration, roof repairs, and other major repair projects are 
funded separately from this annual operating budget.   
We recognize and appreciate the fact that many members of this congregation prefer not to submit a 
pledge card, but would rather give as needed or as they are able.  This is certainly acceptable.  In 
fact, in 2019 we have exceeded the forecast non-pledged income by nearly 30% which has enabled 
us to continue to operate in a sustainable manner.   
As we prepare for 2020, we would appreciate hearing from you if you feel you will be unable to sus-
tain your rate of giving to the church or if you feel you are willing to contribute more next year.  All we 
are asking for is a phone call to the church secretary at the phone number listed in this newsletter to 
let her know if you intend to change your rate of giving in 2020.  If you plan to maintain your 2019 
rate of contribution into 2020 there will be no need to call or contact us.  
We want to express our sincere thanks for all you have done to support this congregation in the past 
and look forward to working with you to continue to build and improve upon your spiritual home here 
in Manistee! 
John Helge   Bill Wiener   Jim Uhl  

Stewardship Co- Chair Stewardship Co-Chair Stewardship Co-Chair 
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Fellowship… 
First of all, I want to wish all of you a very Merry Christmas, and a healthy, happy New Year. We have had many 
new faces in church, which is always exciting and so welcome. We have had most Sunday covered for coffee hour, 
so a huge thank you to all who have stepped up.  
 
The 3rd Wednesday of the month, some of us gals go to the movie and TJ's for lunch. For those of you who do 
not come, you are missing out on a good time.  Mary and Stu 
 
 

December 

  4   Sally Zielinski 
  5   Erin Welsh 
       Kathy Reeves 
  6   Mike Zimmerman 
  7   Amanda Diesing Germanese 
  8   Erin Tabaczka 
 11  Ron Sluis 
 12  Ron Cowden 
 20  Sage Myers 
        Suzanne Schwing 
 21  Will Somsel 
 23  Nanci Swenson 
 24  Darla Jones 
 25  Mickey Finan 
 27  Jacob Livingston 

December 

 

  3  Stu & Kathy Swiger 

  23 Kevin Postma & Kate Thomson 
  28  John & Kathi Gumpper 
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Worship Ministry Team…. 
 
What a wonderful service that our young people led (and wrote!) on November 17.  From instrumen-
tal music, to a Time for Young People, to sermon messages, our youth wrote original, heartfelt 
pieces to share with us about Inclusiveness.  We appreciate the assistance that Pastor Liz and 
Meredith and Eric gave them as they planned.   
 
In early November, we finished out this year's stewardship campaign with our four week “It's a Won-
der-full life” series.  Now, after pondering what stewardship means and thinking about our relation-
ship with money, it's time to remember to fill out the pledge card so that the Church Governing Board 
can recommend a budget for the coming year.  Remember, No One except the church secretary 
knows how much anyone gives! 
 
This year, Advent begins on December 1st, right after Thanksgiving.  On the 8th., is our Victorian 
Sunday Service when you can come dressed like a Victorian person or a lumberjack.  There are 
some women's garb available for you to borrow at church, and Nanci Swenson has some informa-
tion to guide you in creating something simple from your closet!  Our Advent series is "Heaven and 
Nature Sing! 300 Years of Joy to the World." Our Christmas Eve service is at a very family-friendly 
time and will have a few surprises.  Then the 29th will be the Fifth Sunday of the month with a Noisy 
Change offering and a Fifth Sunday Hymn (Carol) Sing.   Have a blessed Advent Season!   
 
~Nanci Swenson and Joanne Cotugno 
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Men’s Fellowship…. 
 
We had a nice time at our annual fall waffle breakfast on October 12th. Afterward, we talked about 
finishing up a few projects for the church between now and our spring breakfast in May. We also 
have a few things that we would like to do for the upcoming winter season. If you would like to help 
hang blinds, clean out storage spaces and other small projects, we would appreciate your help! 
 
Upcoming dates to remember: 
 
Sunday, December 8 - Coffee Hour 
Sunday, January 12 - Coffee Hour 
Sunday, February 9 - Coffee Hour 
 
davidholmer@yahoo.com  
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Look What’s Happening... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
61th   Annual Christmas Concert 

 

The Manistee Choral Society’s annual Christmas Concert is set to perform for its 61th year.  The 
Victorian Christmas Concert  will include carols and other songs of the season  performed by the 45 
voice choir.   Director Carol Voigts conducts the chorus while  Carrie Selbee is the accompanist for 
the program.   The choir has prepared a program to begin the Christmas season and the Sleighbell 
Weekend on Thursday, December5, 7:00 p.m. at The First Congregational Church on 4th and Maple 
in Manistee.  Tickets are available at Goody’s or at 723-7536. 
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Reverse Advent Calendar: 
The youth group is inviting the congregation to participate in one of the most beloved traditions of advent, an Ad-
vent Calendar.   People of all ages love being able open a little gift or chocolate each day in anticipation of Christ-
mas Eve.  This year the youth group is inviting us to participate in a Reverse Advent Calendar.  Instead of getting a 
little something everyday, we can give a little something everyday.   Starting on Sunday December 1 and going until 
Christmas Eve (December 24) put one item into a box that we will collect and deliver to the food bank.   Put to-
gether a box as a family or partner with a friend, or do one on your own.  Let’s help everyone in our community to 
have a wonderful holiday season. 
 
Suggested Calendar: 
December 1- A Box of Cereal 
December 2- Peanut Butter 
December 3- Stuffing Mix 
December 4- Boxed of Potatoes  
December 5- Macaroni and Cheese 
December 6- Canned Fruit 
December 7- Canned Tomatoes 
December 8- Canned Tuna 
December 9- Dessert Mix 
December 10- Jar of Applesauce 
December 11- Canned Sweet Potatoes 
December 12- Cranberry Sauce 
December 13- Canned Beans 
December 14- Box of Crackers 
December 15- Rice 
December 16- Oatmeal 
December 17- Pasta 
December 18- Pasta Sauce 
December 19- Chicken Noodle Soup 
December 20- Tomato Soup 
December 21- Can of Corn 
December 22- Can of Mixed Vegetables 
December 23- Can of Carrots 
December 24- Can of Green Beans 
 
Thank you! 
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Good Afternoon Everybody,  
Since becoming Asst Moderator I have not had the opportunity to report on all the pro-
jects YOU ALL have been working on this year. As you remember last year at this time 
we kind of had an emergency with the Barnes window. Well it came out and was re-
paired and put back in before it fell out.  We did have a problem raising the money to 
do it but we took the last $4000 out of Glass, Sticks and Bricks so that project is com-
plete. Seeing our money supply is low, I thought we could coast along for a while and 
kind of give everyone a break from fund raising. Well that was last week and here we 
are looking at another project. 
 
About four week ago someone asked me if we could look into repairing the plaster in 
the sanctuary. I have been putting this off for as long as possible to make sure the re-
pairs to the roof and outside bricks were in fact keeping the inside dry. It looks like we 
have accomplished that. That being said I looked for a contractor to do the job and get 
a cost on doing it. I found a company in G.R. that does historic plaster preservation. 
We did get an estimate of $22,000 to do the project and they are willing to start as 
soon as we get funding. Before we go ahead we will have them come up and get a 
formal quote and timeline to do the work. They gave us an informal quote from the 20 
or so pictures I took about a month ago. You all know what’s 
next!                                                                                                                                 
                                 
 It is not as bad as you might think! We were approached by a couple in the congrega-
tion willing to do a matching grant for the project!!! They have proposed a $15,000 
match that will complete the project. Seeing this month was Stewardship Month I was 
not going to mention the project to everyone so it would not affect your yearly pledge, 
PLEASE DO NOT decrease your pledge to help this project!!! As of this writing we 
have a commitment of $11,000 towards the match. We are not that far from reaching 
the goal. I am going to be gone, so Duane is heading up the rest of the project. If you 
or anyone you know would be willing to contribute to this project, Please let Duane 
know, possibly a year-end tax deduction.  
 
Thank You ALL for the privilege of serving as your Asst Moderator!!! See you in the 
Spring.     
 
Ron 
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First Congregational Church 
November 17, 2019 

Governing Board Meeting 

Attendance: Linda Gamache-Chick, Bill Kennedy, Nanci Swenson, Mary Beth Kennedy, Mary Hoffrichter, Stu 
Swiger, Rev. Liz Hoy, Duane Jones, Susan Flarity, Jane Amstutz, Jim Uhl, Bill Weiner, David Homer, Jan Williams, 
Joanne C. 
Call to order: 11:16 am 
Rev. Liz prays 
Approval of minutes, along with Financials: Nanci motioned and Mary second, all in favor 
 
Duane told Jane what an outstanding job the youth did with todays worship service. All agreed, and Board asked 
for the youth to do more. 78 people attended service today.  Great number!! 
Duane shared that his father, Don, is being moved to A tower for heart procedure.  Irregular heart beat. 
Our prayers and blessings for Don and Family at this difficult time.  
David stated that four people are attending German classes.  
David reported that the storage shelving in loft is complete and ready to store bazaar items. Questions were 
voiced about possibly storing music in the loft. Electrical work is to be completed. 
Joanne stated that worship is going well and advent is planned.  Next Sunday, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
will be having the traditional Thanksgiving service for all churches.  Our local clergy group organized the Service. 
It will be an old traditional service from years ago. Liz will be preaching. It is at 6:00 pm. 
January There will be a unity service upstairs in sanctuary. 
Duane stated that hearing devises for services would be purchased.  A donation was made for them 
Mary Beth: Two people, Kris and Kim, have offered to join out reach ministry. Sandy needs a key to the church.  
She is to see Deb. 
Jan & Liz: Wanted to extend a thank you to all those who have increased their giving and committed 
pledges. 
Youth: Jane stated that Youth Sunday was successful today. They will be working on Christmas ornaments and in 
February there is a skiing event. National will be at Purdue University in 2020. Fundraising assistance is needed. 
Confirmation classes are moving along.  Dinner items are needed.  Board would like to invite youth into the choir. 
Mary: Coffee hour is going well with volunteers.  This week is ladies movie and lunch.  
Bill and Liz discussed “Pub Theology” Ideas were shared on locations that might be available. 
Stu: Fellowship is going well and a huge thank you for the bazaar people.  
Jim: Was impressed with the people at the bazaar and the joyful environment and friendliness. 
Nanci: Michigan Interfaith Power and Light is asking churches to assist in their program.  Liz will look it over 
closely. 
Victorian Church Service December 8, 2019. Lumberjack breakfast followed with a Traditional Victorian Ser-
vice. Expect a large group of people. There is a lot of advertising. Sarah H, Susie, Liz decorated the window at the 
Manistee Inn for Victorian Sunday. Posters are being made. Please pick up and distribute. 
Meeting adjourned: 11:45 pm Motion Nanci and second Jan all in favor 
Sincerely Submitted: Susan Flarity 
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 In our prayers. . . 
Please keep the following persons and concerns in your prayers.  
Phone numbers and addresses are provided so you may contact 
them with a call or card.  If you have someone to add to the prayer 
list, please contact the church office. 
• The Family of Nancy Ault. 
• Donna Holmer, David’s mother, battling cancer. 
• Graeleigh Jenson, 11 yr old, fighting a rare cancer. 
• Don Jones, Duane’s dad, following surgery. 
• Jenny, Renee Myers Sister-In-Law, battling cancer. 
• Mary Dixon, Mike Zimmerman’s sister. 
• Don Jones, Duane’s dad, recuperating at home.  
• Steve Lashbrook, under doctor’s care, Akron, OH 
• Barbara Pennell, Mary Beth Kennedy’s sister. 
• Lois Rosenow, Kristen Kimm’s mother, rehab at Medical Care. 
• Kathy Swiger, under doctor’s care. 
• Jill Wallace, recovering from knee surgery. 
• Peter Zimmerman, Mike Zimmerman’s Brother. 
• Mike Zimmerman, under doctor’s care. 
 
United Northern Association Executive Committee approved the con-
cept of a prayer circle for all our churches to help us stay connected 
even if only just through prayer. 
For the month of December 2019  we have been asked to  
remember in prayer the congregation of the UCC Church in: 
• Gaylord MI Congregational Church UCC 
• Our homebound and care center members:   
            Dr. Donald Schwing,Greg Gamache, Margaret Johnson  
                            Edie Minster and Jeanette Smock 
 
• Family members serving in the military: Ben Bultema, nephew 

of Bill and Mary Beth Kennedy, Evan Weston, son of Dee and 
Lars Berentsen and nephew of Duane and Darla; Richie Ghi-
nelli, nephew of Jane Cole; Tyler Harris, grandson of Al Mahler; 
Alex Campbell, grandson of Annabelle Rappole; Luke Hime-
baugh, brother-in law of Catrina Brown; Jordan LaPoint, grand-
son of Mary Hoffrichter; Jacob Morgan, grandson of Stuart and 
Kathy Swiger; Jonathan Jacobs, nephew of Darla & Duane 
Jones, Zach Scarcliff, step son & son of Eric and Meredith Rose 

First  Congregational 
          Church of Manistee 
United Church of Christ 

412 Fourth Street 
Manistee, MI 49660 

231.723.5361 
mfcucc@gmail.com 

officemfcucc@gmail.com 
www.uccmanistee.org 

Sunday Worship 

Pastor Elizabeth Hoy 
Admin. Secretary Deb Sorenson 
Custodian Doug Savela 
Music Director Jerry Stege 
  
Moderator Duane Jones 
Asst. Moderator Ron Sluis 
Treasurer Jan Williams 
Recorder Susan Flarity 
Worship                     Nanci Swenson and    
                                          Joanne Cotugno 
Property       Bill Kennedy/David Holmer  
Education Linda Chick 
  
Outreach Mary Beth Kennedy 
 
Stewardship Bill Weiner, 
                           Jim Uhl and John Helge 
Fellowship Mary Hoffrichter and 
 Stuart Swiger  
Youth Representative    Jane Amstutz   
Personnel Jan Williams 
Memorial                   NEEDED 
Endowment       Duane Jones & John  Helge 
Craft Group Carol Franke and 
                                       Chere Ohman 
Historian                   NEEDED  
 
 
 Church Office Hours 

Mon.—Thurs. 9 to Noon 
Pastor’s Office Hours 

Variable-Please Call the Office 



412 4th Street 
Manistee, MI 49660 

No matter who you are or where you are on 
life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

Phone: 231.723.5361 
E-mail: mfcucc@gmail.com 
             officemfcucc@gmail.com 
Website: uccmanistee.org 

First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

 
ECHO His Love 

 

DECEMBER Donation Items: 

 

Kitchen Cleaners 
 

And 
 

Juice 


