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From the Pastor… 

Some of you know and understand the dread of receiving that almost monthly email from Deb announc-
ing that it is time for the newsletter once again.  Sometimes it can feel almost impossible to think of a good 
thought to put into the newsletter.  However, with the coming of the fall season, November being a month where 
we often focus on gratitude and being in the midst of the stewardship series, “It’s a Wonderful Life” the task does-
n’t seem so daunting.  There is often a cultural focus on being grateful this time of year, after all Thanksgiving as 
we all know is the Holiday towards the end of November that invites us to gather with loved ones, with our 
friends and families, share a meal and pause to be grateful for our blessings.  Instead of waiting until November 
28th let us practice some a moment or more of gratitude all month long.   

As a congregation we will be celebrating the blessings of our church and our ministry as we explore stew-
ardship, celebrate the hard but wonderful work involved in our annual Heritage Bazaar, and begin to prepare for 
Advent and the Christmas Season.  This year we will also be able to celebrate youth Sunday (November 17th), I am 
especially grateful this year for the way the youth have written and prepared the sermon as well as most of the lit-
urgy themselves.  We are blessed to have them be a part of this congregation.  This November, I’d like to invite 
you into four simple and easy practices of gratitude….one for each week of the month:  Feel free to share these 
ideas with your friends or coworkers.  Feel free to change or adapt them in ways that will make them the most 
meaningful for you.  

Week One: Daylight Savings- I know that this strange practice we have of changing our clocks twice a year 
is really challenging for a lot of our sleeping and eating habits.  For many of us this weekend is very frustrating.  
The upside is that in the fall we get to go backwards so we do gain that one hour of sleep.  This week take time to 
be grateful for our time.  Try to find a few moments each day, to do something that brings you joy, or provides 
healing.  Even if you get up and walk around for few minutes, pause in your work to take some deep breaths.  
Take time for you.  

Week Two: All Saints Practice – Traditionally the church celebrates All Saints day on November 1.  This 
often doesn’t happen on a Sunday so it would be a good practice to find a way to celebrate this at home.  This 
week take time to remember a saint in your life. Lift up their memory to God. Consider sharing a memory of them 
with other people in your life.  Find a way to celebrate what they meant to you by caring for others in your life. 

Week Three: Harvest Meditation - it’s easy to rush through our meals, barely even noticing the food we are 
consuming. Sometime this week, enjoy a meal by yourself, in silence. With each bite, truly taste the food. Give 
thanks for the earth and all those who labored to bring the food to your table. 

Week Four: Preparing for Advent - with November coming to a close, we turn to Advent. Before rushing 
into the consumer frenzy of December, take stock of what you have that brings you deep and abiding joy. Set 
some boundaries and intentions for the month of December that will enable you to seek those things...and just not 
all the stuff the advertisements tell you will bring joy. 
Grateful to be on this journey with you, 
Pastor Liz 
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 Stewardship…. 
Dear Manistee First Congregational United Church of Christ Families, 

Did you know that we will need about $140,000/year to support the day-to-day operations of this church in 2020?  
That figure may appear daunting, but when you consider the fact that we are able to spread this financial commit-
ment out over every member of this congregation it becomes a believable and achievable goal.  The key is to in-
sure we can count on everyone to participate and help shoulder the burden.  Without YOU it just doesn’t happen! 

The movie, It’s a Wonderful Life, starts with God deciding to send an angel to assist George Bailey, who finds him-
self in a financial and spiritual crisis: 

God: “There’s a man down on earth that needs our help.” 
Clarence, the Angel: “Is he sick?” 
God: “No, worse, he’s discouraged.” 

Like George Bailey, we sometimes need some help during the discouragement that can come with our fear about 
money. During our 2019 stewardship worship series, we will "look back" (Sunday October 20) on the origins of 
our fears with a practice of compassion for ourselves and others and a faith that reminds us of our true worth. We 
"look in" (Sunday October 27) and find out what courageous vision can help form our new spiritual practices re-
lated to money. We "look out" (Sunday November 10) to see how God is calling us to offer our resources–money, 
time, and passion. And we "look with gratitude" (Sunday November 17) as we move forward into that vision with 
a renewed sense of abundance.  

As you consider and prepare your pledge, please keep in mind that this church relies entirely on voluntary pledges 
and contributions to support our operating activities every year.  Your contributions are used exclusively for the 
day-to-day operations required to support this church.  Capital expenses for major repairs and renovation are han-
dled separately. Everyone’s help is needed to support our mission. If you’ve never pledged before, please pledge 
now; and if you have pledged before, please consider increasing your pledge this year so that we can expand our 
mission, take care of our dedicated staff, and serve more of those in need in our community. 

 

Three ways to pledge are: 
ª Online at https://www.uccmanistee.org click on the DONATE button. 
Contact the Church Office via phone or email 

o   231-723-5361 
o   officemfcucc@gmail.com  

 
ª Fill out the enclosed pledge card and mail it to: 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 
412 Fourth St 
Manistee, MI 49660 

Faithfully, 

 

John Helge, Jim Uhl, Bill Wiener 
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November 

  3  Josey Myers 
  8  Ryan Tabaczka 
 10  Erik Wachlin 
        Kirk Myers 
 13  Jacob Morgan 
 15  Sandy Turk 
 18  Bruce Matthews 
 27  Bob Carlson 

November 

  11  Marvin & Linda Chick 
 18  Roger & Sally Zielinski 
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Worship Ministry Team…. 
Harvest Time!!!  It's the time of year to harvest our last flowers, tomatoes, pumpkins, or our seeds for next year's 
planting, and to "harvest"  time and talents ...  The young people are sharing theirs on Youth Sunday, November 
17.  Of course, the Heritage Bazaar requires lots of talents and time (prior to and) on November 9.  Then, after 
church on Sunday, November 24, many hands will be needed for the Hanging of the Greens in the build-
ing.  (Advent starts right after Thanksgiving!)   
We hope that you are finding the stewardship series "A Wonder-full Life" to be thought-provoking as you con-
sider your giving of talents and time for the use of the Church and for outreach as well as your monetary gifts for 
the coming year.   
~Nanci Swenson and Joanne Cotugno 
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Women’s Fellowship…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fellowship… 
The fellowship team wants to thank all who stepped up for coffee hour these last few months. Every-
one loves going downstairs after worship to have some coffee and goodies and to chat. It is good for 
all of us.  

On Wednesdays when the ladies go to the movie and to lunch, we have run into some snags. On 
Wednesday we pack for blessings in a back pack at 12:30 at the Methodist church. I am inviting you 
gals to come pack, then go to lunch. I will discuss it at church. Also, we need all hands on deck for 
the bazaar. Please think of ways you can help. 

 Thank you. 
 Mary and Stu 

 
 
 

Men’s Fellowship…. 
 
Upcoming dates to remember: 
 
Sunday, November 10 - Coffee Hour 
Sunday, December 8 - Coffee Hour 
davidholmer@yahoo.com 
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Look What’s Happening... 
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Reverse Advent Calendar: 
The youth group is inviting the congregation to participate in one of the most beloved traditions of advent, an Ad-
vent Calendar.   People of all ages love being able open a little gift or chocolate each day in anticipation of Christ-
mas Eve.  This year the youth group is inviting us to participate in a Reverse Advent Calendar.  Instead of getting a 
little something everyday, we can give a little something everyday.   Starting on Sunday December 1 and going until 
Christmas Eve (December 24) put one item into a box that we will collect and deliver to the food bank.   Put to-
gether a box as a family or partner with a friend, or do one on your own.  Let’s help everyone in our community to 
have a wonderful holiday season. 
 
Suggested Calendar: 
December 1- A Box of Cereal 
December 2- Peanut Butter 
December 3- Stuffing Mix 
December 4- Boxed of Potatoes  
December 5- Macaroni and Cheese 
December 6- Canned Fruit 
December 7- Canned Tomatoes 
December 8- Canned Tuna 
December 9- Dessert Mix 
December 10- Jar of Applesauce 
December 11- Canned Sweet Potatoes 
December 12- Cranberry Sauce 
December 13- Canned Beans 
December 14- Box of Crackers 
December 15- Rice 
December 16- Oatmeal 
December 17- Pasta 
December 18- Pasta Sauce 
December 19- Chicken Noodle Soup 
December 20- Tomato Soup 
December 21- Can of Corn 
December 22- Can of Mixed Vegetables 
December 23- Can of Carrots 
December 24- Can of Green Beans 
 
Please don’t bring your Reverse Advent Calendars to church until after Thanksgiving!  Thank you! 
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FREE German Music Appreciation Classes… 
These classes are ideal for those who want to learn a little German language, a little about German culture and expression 
or just enjoy some good German music.  Each class, we will explore a different piece of music.  Each series will be  
focused around a common or seasonal theme with some music appreciation discussion.  Each class averages between 
30-60 minutes.  Classes begin at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday evenings. 

Christmas Series: 
Nov. 26: “Stille Nacht” (Silent Night) was composed in Austria and was sung for the first time at the Christmas 
Eve mass in Oberdorf near Salzburg in 1818. 
 
Dec. 3: “Frohlich soll mein Herze springen”  (My Heart Sprins forth Happiness) was composed in 1653 by Johann 
Cruger, lyrics by Paul Gerhardt. 
******************************************************************************************************************************************* 

Join us for Game Night… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Family Fare Receipts 

Currently there are 30,500 points collected from Family Fare Receipts.  Continue to save and bring receipts to 
church as you think about it.  They are adding up!  We need 100,000 in order to receive $1000 from Family 
Fare.  We're getting there! 

 

Craft Group… 

The craft group is in need of wool sweaters.  They need to be 80 per cent or more wool.  If you 
have some you are not wearing please consider donating to the craft group.  If you like to go shop in 
thrift shops or Goodwill type of store; please buy one to donate to us.  We will not have mittens at 
next years craft show without your help.  
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 In our prayers. . . 
Please keep the following persons and concerns in your prayers.  
Phone numbers and addresses are provided so you may contact 
them with a call or card.  If you have someone to add to the prayer 
list, please contact the church office. 
• The Family of Nancy Ault. 
• Catrina Brown, under doctor’s care. 
• Donna Holmer, David’s mother, battling cancer. 
• Graeleigh Jenson, 11 yr old, fighting a rare cancer. 
• Jenny, Renee Myers Sister-In-Law, battling cancer. 
• Mary Dixon, Mike Zimmerman’s sister. 
• Don Jones, Duane’s dad, recuperating at home.  
• Steve Lashbrook, under doctor’s care, Akron, OH 
• Barbara Pennell, Mary Beth Kennedy’s sister. 
• Lois Rosenow, Kristen Kimm’s mother, rehab at Medical Care. 
• Kathy Swiger, under doctor’s care. 
• Jill Wallace, recovering from knee surgery. 
• Joan Williams, David VandeVusse’s sister, following surgery. 
• Mike Zimmerman, under doctor’s care. 
 
United Northern Association Executive Committee approved the con-
cept of a prayer circle for all our churches to help us stay connected 
even if only just through prayer. 
For the month of November 2019  we have been asked to  
remember in prayer the congregation of the UCC Church in: 
• Traverse City MI Congregational Church UCC 
• Our homebound and care center members:   
            Dr. Donald Schwing,Greg Gamache, Margaret Johnson  
                            Edie Minster and Jeanette Smock 
 
• Family members serving in the military: Ben Bultema, nephew 

of Bill and Mary Beth Kennedy, Evan Weston, son of Dee and 
Lars Berentsen and nephew of Duane and Darla; Richie Ghi-
nelli, nephew of Jane Cole; Tyler Harris, grandson of Al Mahler; 
Alex Campbell, grandson of Annabelle Rappole; Luke Hime-
baugh, brother-in law of Catrina Brown; Jordan LaPoint, grand-
son of Mary Hoffrichter; Jacob Morgan, grandson of Stuart and 
Kathy Swiger; Jonathan Jacobs, nephew of Darla & Duane 
Jones, Zach Scarcliff, step son & son of Eric and Meredith Rose 

First  Congregational 
          Church of Manistee 
United Church of Christ 

412 Fourth Street 
Manistee, MI 49660 

231.723.5361 
mfcucc@gmail.com 

officemfcucc@gmail.com 
www.uccmanistee.org 

Sunday Worship 

Pastor Elizabeth Hoy 
Admin. Secretary Deb Sorenson 
Custodian Doug Savela 
Music Director Jerry Stege 
  
Moderator Duane Jones 
Asst. Moderator Ron Sluis 
Treasurer Jan Williams 
Recorder Susan Flarity 
Worship                     Nanci Swenson and    
                                          Joanne Cotugno 
Property       Bill Kennedy/David Holmer  
Education Linda Chick 
  
Outreach Mary Beth Kennedy 
  
Stewardship Bill Weiner, 
                           Jim Uhl and John Helge 
Fellowship Mary Hoffrichter and 
 Stuart Swiger  
Youth Representative    Jane Amstutz   
Personnel Jan Williams 
Memorial                   NEEDED 
Endowment       Duane Jones & John  Helge 
Craft Group Carol Franke and 
                                       Chere Ohman 
Historian                   NEEDED  
 
 
 Church Office Hours 

Mon.—Thurs. 9 to Noon 
Pastor’s Office Hours 

Variable-Please Call the Office 



412 4th Street 
Manistee, MI 49660 

No matter who you are or where you are on 
life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

Phone: 231.723.5361 
E-mail: mfcucc@gmail.com 
             officemfcucc@gmail.com 
Website: uccmanistee.org 

First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

 
ECHO His Love 

 

NOVEMBER Donation Items: 

 

Christmas Gifts & Toys 
 

And 
 

Peanut Butter & Jelly 


