
                                        “The Dead Sea in the Middle East receives fresh water, but it has no                
                                       outlet, so it doesn't pass the water out. It receives beautiful water from
the rivers, and the water goes dank. I mean, it just goes bad. And that's why it is the Dead

Sea. It receives and does not give. In the end generosity is the best way of becoming more,
more, and more joyful.”

(Desmond Tutu, The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World)
Dear Ones,
As usual time is flying by.  It is hard to believe that we are already preparing for the month of
November and the holiday season that comes with it but we are.   This time of year many of us
begin to prepare for giving thanks, and giving gifts.   I'm feeling perhaps more aware than
usual of how important it is to participate in the practice of gratitude.    And I  want to remind
you that it is a practice! The more we do it the better at it we become. The more we share the
more we’ll have.
At the beginning of 2020 I bought a nice new planner, that turned out to be an unnecessary
investment.  So as I began 2021, unsure of what the year might bring I started using a bullet
journal as my calendar and to do list.  As I begin each week, I take time to "practice my
gratitude".  I  use the following prompts each Monday morning (or sometimes Tuesday
morning).  

Today I am grateful for…
I feel good about…
I enjoyed…
I’m looking forward to…

Sometimes this practice is easy,  Other weeks it is a challenge to come up with something
more than "this week I'm glad I was home to clean up Barley's mess right away instead of
finding it when I got back from the office.   And then there are the weeks I have to look back
in my planner just to see if I did anything worth remembering.   But the weeks when the
practice seems the hardest are also the weeks the practice makes the most difference –
pulling me back to a stance of gratitude and grounding.
When we talk about giving and generosity in the church it is rooted in this idea of gratitude.
Weekly worship is a chance to take note of all that God offers in this world: a way of love,
peace, and justice. And that practice fuels a life of generosity – with our time, talents, and
treasures – because it begs us to be a part of it. It frames our faith in abundance rather than
scarcity, in fullness and richness that comes from a loving God and present community.
Today I am grateful for the radical love of an inclusive God. I feel good about serving Jesus
alongside you. I enjoyed worshiping together on Sunday united by the Holy Spirit regardless
of our participation online or in person. And I’m looking forward to practicing it all again next
week.
Blessings Pastor Liz 
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From The Pastor

THE MESSENGER
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https://www.npr.org/sections/deceptivecadence/2017/11/30/567064772/the-healing-sound-of-a-broken-orchestra


When most people retire from a 40+ year career they look forward to slowing down and
enjoying a more relaxed pace of life. Well, I guess I am not like most people because I have
quickly found a myriad of activities that I am passionate about and truly enjoy being able to
engage with right here in Manistee. Over the past 23 years that we have lived in Manistee I
have become very attached to this church and, more importantly, to the people that make up
this remarkable congregation. So, it was only natural for me to accept the honor of the
opportunity to serve as your Moderator. I am fortunate to have been able to observe and
follow the strong example set by Duane Jones during his multiple years as our Moderator. I
am also fortunate to be serving with a dedicated and experienced group of lay leaders that
make up our current Governing Board.
 
It is important for us all to appreciate the fact that our denomination expects the routine
business and operation of each congregation to be led by the laity. This is done to provide our
Pastor with the support necessary to insure she can concentrate on our spiritual needs. We all
have an important part to play in our faith journey whether you choose simply just to worship
with us on Sunday morning or take a more active role in the life of this congregation. I want
everyone to know that you are truly and genuinely welcome here and appreciated in
whatever your desired level of engagement. I want my cell phone number and email address
to be printed in every newsletter to facilitate your ability to contact me with your concerns
and ideas for how to grow and improve our church. 

I appreciate the opportunity to passionately serve this congregation and look forward to the
joy filled journey that we will be taking together. Yes, I will be busy, but that is the way I want
to live my life. Do not fret or worry about me too much because I will always find a way to get
out on the golf course or the beach where I can truly celebrate this wonderful life we live
together in beautiful Manistee. 

John Helge
Cell Phone: 616-915-2403
Email:  johnmhelge@gmail.com
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Moderator's Musings 

Happy  Birthday!
Nov 3 -Josey Myers
Nov 8- Ryan Tabaczka
Nov. 10- Erik Wachlin

  Kirk Myers

Nov 13 -Jacob Morgan
Nov 15- Sandy Turk
Nov. 18- Bruce Matthews
Nov. 27.  Bob Carlson

Happy Anniversary!

November 11- Marvin and Linda Chick
November 18- Roger and Sally Zielinski

mailto:johnmhelge@gmail.com
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Worship Update 

If you feel sick or have any COVID-like symptoms, please stay home and consider getting
tested. If you feel you prefer to stay home for any reason. online worship streaming will
continue. 
Properly worn MASKS required by all; designated greeters outside/at door requiring masks
and hand sanitizing (If you need there are clean new masks available for you here.)
Single riders or family units only in elevator
No congregational singing ; distanced solo / small group fully vaccinated singing only.
Congregational responses and prayers allowed.
Communion, bring your own
No in-church coffee hour or post-worship in-church gathering
Online worship still available live during in-person worship time for those worshiping at
home

Recently, the Ministry Team met with Pastor Liz to prepare for the rest of this
calendar year. During Advent, we will be using Dr. Marcia McFee&#39;s new series

called “The Inn.” Dr. McFee describes it this way, “As we enter the Advent
season, how can our churches become houses where the Holy will be born

anew–offering respite, sustenance and care, opening the doors ever wider to
those seeking shelter from the onslaught of life? No one church can do it all,
but each can do something. As we study the biblical prophets that call us to
care for our neighbors and “make room in the inn,” the lonely and frightened

spaces within us are filled with the light of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.”
There will be some special music during the four weeks, and there will be a

special visual reminder of the inn outside the large door facing Oak St.
 

Also during Advent, Pastor Liz and Pastor Sara Khrla, of the Connecticut UCC
Church that we have &#39;met with” online, will offer another Bible Study over
Zoom. There will be additional information for those interested in the WEEKLY

WORSHIP UPDATES during November.
 

Plans are in the works for worship on the two remaining vacation Sundays for
the pastor for this year.  

 
Finally, please remember that ECHO His Love and other area food pantries
are always looking for donations. Even Homeward Bound needs food for

animals currently! ECHO is also looking for people to serve in various ways
during Safe Harbor this winter.

 
Joanne and Nanci

 
We are thrilled to be coming back for community worship in our sanctuary please follow these
guidelines to keep everyone safe. 

If you prefer to worship at home that is available through live stream on our website
(uccmanistee.org) , or later on through facebook, youtube, or our website (uccmanistee.org).
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Tech Help Opportunity!
We would love to train a few more volunteers to help cover our live streaming if our
amazing tech guy needs to be gone on a Sunday morning.  If you are interested in

helping out please let Pastor Liz know or talk to Joe on a Sunday morning!  

The first Sunday of Advent is November 28th!   
 

The Faith Formation Team,  The Tech Team, and The Worship Team are working hard
to put together lots of different opportunities for you and your families to have a

meaningful Advent this year.   Please watch your weekly email for details as they
develop.

There will be an outside prayer station located by our Oak Street Door, where
everyone will have the opportunity to leave prayers. 

 
Last year we provided advent candles for our faith family.   If you would like some this

year please contact the church office. 
 

Pastor LIz will be happy to send you an at home advent worship plan if that is
something you would like please let her know.   

Advent Is Coming

please consider
participating in this

wonderful faith formation
opportunity.  At 7 pm
Each Tuesday nights

during the advent
season. We will join with

our friends from
Connecticut to explore
how to open our hearts
to the Holy this Advent

Season.   
 

For more information
please contact Pastor

Liz 
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Governing Board Meeting
Governing Board Meeting
October 24, 2021
Opening: 11:07 am:   Pastor Liz opens in prayer 

I. Reading and approval of minutes from Previous meeting: Published minutes and budget were
approved.  Check email. All in favor

II Officer Reports:

A. Pastor: Liz Hoy: Youth Group, Advent and November Bazaar 2021 are all in motion. Pastor requested
a Year Long Bazaar Committee be developed for 2022.  
  Sunday, November 21, 2021, and January 2, 2022, will be vacation days for Pastor and both
considered for the year 2021. Pastor requested training from Joe for Video and Online Services. 
  Youth Group will return to meeting Sunday evenings. 

B. Moderator: John Helge: John extends a “thank you” to all for the opportunity of leading the Governing
Board. He is excited and looking forward to a positive future. John said all Board Members are to be
sure their reports are emailed to  Deb in a timely manner.
 *A Motion was made by Ron to replace Duane Jones in Board Requests and Signatory on the General
Checking Acct and the Restoration Checking Acct.  John Helge will replace Duane Jones on said
checking accounts.    Nanci seconded..all in favor. 

C & D. Assistant Moderator and Treasure: no report at this time

III Program and Ministerial Reports:

A. Fatih Formation: Faith Formation will replace Christian Education. Faith Formation is for all ages and
the goal is for whole congregation to become involved.  Three areas are being reviewed. 1. Internal;
advent and 2022 events to involve all of the members and attendees.  2. Intergenerational involvement;
Learning from all levels of life, teaching and sharing with all ages brings unity, wisdom and blessings. 
 And 3; Community outreach; with needed communication and expanding the congregation

B. Fellowship: Fellowship has been limited at this time due to church closed from Covid-19. Once church
reopens people will begin to contribute to coffee hour and setting up activities.

C. Outreach: Cards continue to be mailed to members with birthdays, anniversaries or any other
personal bench marks.  Church bulletin and prayer list is in the weekly emails sent out by Liz. Prayer
needs still need to be directed to Deb for posting in bulletin.

D. Property: leader needed for Property Management. Tiles above the door on Oak Street need to be
resealed onto the building. Tiles are Vintage and not replaceable. Sealing the tile needs to be before the
first snow fall. Prayer box outside for the community will be set up this Fall. Tiles must be secured by
then for public safety.

Church Office and hallway where Deb works is in need of updated lightning. Deb’s husband, Mr.
Sorsenson, had looked into the replacement costs, which will run up to $600.00.
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*Ron made a motion “Spend up to $600.00 to replace lightning fixtures in Church Office and hallway with
LED technology” Seconded by Mary …all in favor. 

E. Stewardship: Incentives for members to increase tithes are now being brainstormed. Various ideas
were mention such as Bill being” Elvis?” Liz has additional ideas and will share them with committee via
email.

F. Worship: Advent season 2021 will be “The Inn” a McPhee series and will be used this holiday season
as church is opened to everyone. A prayer manger box will be set up outside of the church building as a
form of outreach. (Tiles will be sealed)
Plans for worship are being made for the dates Pastor Liz will be out.

G. Youth: The youth Group needs to reelect a representative to the Board.  Pastor Liz will update the
Board once completed. 
 The youth will be doing The Advent Bible Study with the Connecticut church. The larger group
involvement has been beneficial. 

IV Unfinished Business:

Opening of the Church was revisited. Several Board members shared various needs for reopening the
church for worship.  All to wear masks regardless of vaccinated status.  Nanci shared the NPR report of
using box fans and filters to remove Covid virus in the air. Cost is $60.00 per fan. Excellent for small
space.
Motion was made by Jess for  “Worship to open next Sunday, October 31, 2021, with masks being
mandatory and social distancing, following CDC guidelines.” Seconded by Jim and Mary. All in favor.
Social media will be sent to make people aware of opening. MaryBeth in outreach ministry will make calls
to inform members.  Both entrances will be open with hand sanitizers and disposal masks available at
each location.
*Winter of 2022 will be revisited by the Board regarding using the fellowship hall or the sanctuary
according Covid numbers and CDC recommendations. 

MaryBeth will send a Thank you to Chere for all the work cleaning out Carol Franke’s home. The fabric
sale made close to $1300.00

V. New Business:

The Pipe Organ needs repairs. Wood and leather stoppers need to be replaced. Cost is still unknown.
John Helge offered to find a person qualified to do repairs.  *Motion was made to “Do repairs on the organ
and make a request to Glass, Sticks and Bricks for funding.”  Ron and Mary seconded.

Pastor Liz requested that the Church Office be open two days/week during winter hours. Heating office to
65 degrees and office is still cold. Two days will help save on heating costs and calls will be forwarded the
remaining days to either Liz or Deb at their homes. During Winter hours the office will be open
Wednesday and Thursday mornings. Sanctuary is heated on a different system.

November 11, 2021 The Ramsdell Theatre will be hosting “Dawn Land” documentary film regarding
Native American Children.

Meeting adjourned at 12:17 pm
Respectfully submitted,
Susan Flarity
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In the Community...

Getting some auction baskets put together 
Donate Gift Cards for Raffles and Auction Baskets
Setting up the week before
Working the event
Handing out posters

Bazaar Help Needed!
Our Heritage Bazaar is just around the corner--**NOVEMBER 13**-- and we would love to have
you help!
We need help 

Please let Pastor Liz, Joanne, or Chere know if you can help! 

 Some opportunities for involvement in the wider community....
The Armory Youth Project (AYP) is seeking a candidate that has a passion for youth
with a fun and energetic attitude to fill the part time Assistant Executive Director position.
Resumes and required one-page cover letter are being accepted until November 12,
2021. A full job description and information pertaining to the Armory Youth Project may
be found at www.armoryyouthproject.com.

Manistee County Council on Aging took over the administration of the former Meals on Wheels service
in Manistee County from the Northwest MI Community Action Agency. 
In order to keep checking in on Manistee County's most isolated and vulnerable and providing life-
sustaining nutrition, we need help. We currently have seven open weekly shifts (1.5 to 2.5 hours and
less than 10 miles of driving) delivering meals door to door. Alternatively, we need help at the Manistee
Luncheon site.  To get involved Call 231-299-7855 to get involved.

The Native Justice Coalition, the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians, and the Manistee Area Racial
Justice & Diversity Initiative will present a screening of the Emmy-award-winning documentary film
“Dawnland” on Thursday, November 11, at the Ramsdell Regional Center for the Arts in
Manistee/Naaminitigong. The 54- minute film will be followed by a panel discussion with several
members of the Native American community whose families have been directly impacted by forced
removal of Native American children to so-called “boarding schools.” 

Dawnland tells the story of Indigenous child removal in the U.S. and the nation’s first-ever government-
endorsed truth and reconciliation commission, which investigated the devastating impact of Maine’s
child welfare practices on the Wabanaki people.

What is important to the community? What resources and strengths does the community have
that can be used to improve community health?
This survey is a chance for you to tell us what is most important to you. MiThrive is working to
improve the health of communities in Northern Michigan by collecting data, identifying key
issues, and bringing people together for change.
This survey will take about 10 minutes to complete. Your participation in this survey
is completely voluntary. Your answers are confidential. The survey data will be managed by
MiThrive staff. Your answers will not be used to identify who you are. You are free to skip any
question and stop taking the survey at any time. The information you provide will not be used
for a discriminatory purpose and there is minimal risk to you for taking the survey.
At the end of the survey, you can choose to be entered into a drawing for a chance to win a
$50 gift card. Five (5) winners will be chosen - must be 18 or older.
If you have any questions about this survey, please email mithrive@northernmichiganchir.org.

https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6536056/MiThrive-Community-Survey

http://www.armoryyouthproject.com/
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6536056/MiThrive-Community-Survey


When Jake & I first walked through the large wooden doors, up the carpeted stairs, and into the
bright and welcoming sanctuary, we quickly knew this was the congregation we wanted our
family to be a part of, to learn from, to serve with. 

The embrace we received those first few months showed us the wealth and breadth of care,
compassion, and knowledge our congregation holds. For these reasons, and a dozen more, we
are incredibly excited to walk alongside & connect more deeply as we look toward developing
and supporting the faith formation within our congregation and community.

Relationship is the heart of our life together as a faith community and our hope is that wherever
you & your family are in your faith, whether you're a visitor, member, or friend of our
congregation, you will find many entry points to engage in.

Throughout this warm autumn our youth continued to gather & laugh together as adults studied
and shared in conversation surrounding the various aspects of life in faith together. On October
9th families met for an afternoon at the orchard where we enjoyed one another's company and
ate far too many donuts. What a lovely time it was.

In the coming months, as Advent approaches, we look forward to connecting through weekly
study groups and would be honored if you joined. What a breath of fresh air our time together
has been over this last year.

There are so many ways to follow Christ together and this coming year we hope you are able to
find a safe space to meet you in whatever aspect of faith formation is right for you now and next.

Jessica Rozga
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Youth are back!
Starting Sundays in November we will be able to once again host

our youth groups (yes plural!!!!!!) in our church building. 
 

Older youth 4:30-6:00pm
Younger youth 3:30pm!

 
Following CDC guidelines masks are required.  

Questions?  Talk to Pastor Liz
 

Faith Formation Report

Youth Opportunities





 Manistee First Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

412 4th Street 
       Manistee Mi, 49660     

F A L L

Office Hours
During November and December we will maintain our same office hours at the church. 

Deb will be in the office Tuesday-Thursday from 9am-Noon
 

Pastor Liz will be in the office as much as possible Tuesday-Thursday.  If you need to
contact her when she is out of office, her email remains the best option, or call her

home phone.

If we are worshipping together in person we need ushers and greeters.  If you are willing to help
with these very easy but very important tasks please let Deb know.  

We also have a prayer list.  If you or someone you love would like to be added to our prayer list
please let Pastor Liz or Deb know.  

Looking for ways to "Be Green" while you worship?   Our Minister of Digital Media, Joe each week
creates a QR code you can scan for a digital bulletin.   


