
                                     Dear Friends, 
                                     As we gear up to return to in person worship, and work towards                       
m.                                maintaining our virtual worship presence I am finding myself more than a
little distracted and unable to focus on a topic for my own  newsletter article.  So I'm sharing
something that I found very insightful from a UCC colleague.  

I recently came across this photo of a family from Dublin, California during the 1918 Flu
Epidemic and while it first made me chuckle and wonder how they survived putting a mask
on the cat, it also made me hopeful. It made me hopeful because we *know* that eventually
things went back to normal and they didn’t have to wear masks everywhere forever.

But it got me wondering. I wonder what they did do forever as a result of that season? I
wonder what they learned? Did they actually hold their loved ones closer? Did they really learn
to slow down? Did they get better at washing their hands? Did they appreciate the smiles of
strangers for the rest of their lives?

I asked on social media this week what my friends would take away from this pandemic and
what they were ready to leave behind. Most everyone talked about a re-aligning of priorities:
the importance of family and close friends, the value of self care practices, the enjoyment of a
slower and more contained way of life, a commitment to treasuring moments of joy.

 A.                                                                                                       As those around us start getting back
t                                                                                                          to “normal” (though some more 
                                                                                                           cautiously than others) I wonder what
w                                                                                                        we’ll take with us and what we’ll leave 
b                                                                                                         behind. I wonder how we might use 
                                                                                                           this time to realign ourselves and our
p                                                                                                         priorities to better match our values. I
d                                                                                                         don’t have answers to these 
                                                                                                           wonderings but I do have hopes.

I                                                                                                          I hope that whatever we leave behind
b                                                                                                         brings us closer to one another. And I   
h                                                                                                         hope whatever we take with us brings
us closer to God. I hope that as we navigate the months ahead we are moved first and always
by a love that calls us consider our neighbors. And I do hope that in all of it we will be better
attuned to moments of joy and gratitude.

Blessings, Pastor LIz
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From The Pastor
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https://www.npr.org/sections/deceptivecadence/2017/11/30/567064772/the-healing-sound-of-a-broken-orchestra
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On Worship

If you feel sick or have any COVID-like symptoms, please stay home and consider getting
tested. High risk individuals and unvaccinated individuals, please consider sheltering in place
and online worship.
Properly worn MASKS required by all; designated greeters outside/at door requiring masks
and hand sanitizing
4th Street Entrance and Exit only
Recorded attendance (keep record of who is in attendance each week, in case of needed
contact tracing.)
Single riders or family units only in elevator
Marked, designated, distanced ‘pod’ seating, ushered seating 
No congregational singing ; distanced solo / small group fully vaccinated singing only.
Congregational responses and prayers allowed.
No-touch Peace Passing from seats
Bulletins provided, however, taken home to recycle
Communion, bring your own
Ushered dismissal to facilitate safe distance
No in-church coffee hour or post-worship in-church gathering
Online worship still available live during in-person worship time for those worshiping at
home

EXCITING NEWS! OUR CHURCH FAMILY WILL WORSHIP IN PERSON
BEGINNING SUNDAY, JUNE 6, 10:00

 
The In-Person Worship Task Force met several times over the last few months to discuss how

best to proceed with allowing our congregation to return to worshipping in the building. District
10 Health Department statistics and guidance from the Wisconsin Council of Churches were

studied. We are recommending three different phases of protocols for in-person worship. What
we do know is that receiving a safe and very effective vaccination from one of the three that are

offered is the best way to protect ourselves and others, and with this in mind, the committee
strongly recommends that congregants are vaccinated before they return to the building. Our

Christian covenant requires us to care for one another in this way. Solid guidance from the
Wisconsin Council of Churches told us that when local county vaccination rates are over 50%
and local county current cases are less than 10 per 100,000 that it would be somewhat safe to

resume worship. Bearing that in mind, we, along with Governing Board are issuing the following
protocols voted unanimously upon by the Governing Board on May 16th. These will begin on

Sunday, June 6th. 
 

Phase 1 Protocols

Using the Wisconsin Council of Churches recommendations as our guide, Phase II can begin as
soon as it is even more safe to resume with 70 - 80% of people in our county having been
vaccinated and with positive cases at one in 100,000 people. 

Continued on Next Page:
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On Worship Continued 

If you feel sick or have any COVID-like symptoms, please stay home and consider getting
tested. High risk individuals and unvaccinated individuals, please consider sheltering in place
and online worship.
Properly worn MASKS required by all; designated greeters outside/at door requiring masks
and hand sanitizing
Recorded attendance (keep record of who is in attendance each week, in case of needed
contact tracing.)
Single riders or family units only in elevator
Marked, designated, distanced ‘pod’ seating, ushered seating 
Congregational singing allowed/encouraged; distanced small singing groups of vaccinated
people / Congregational responses and prayers allowed.
No-touch Peace Passing from seats
Bulletins provided, however, taken home to recycle
Communion, bring your own, and/or reassessed
Ushered dismissal to facilitate safe distance
Outside coffee hour if weather permits, bring your own coffee hour snacks to gather with
safely distanced fellowship
Online worship still available live during in-person worship time for those worshiping at
home.

 
We'll see you on Sunday, June 6th.

 
JoAnne Cotugno, Jake DeBoni, John Gumper, Sarah Helge, Dency Lippert, Kate Thomson, and

Pastor Liz

There is no specific timeline for instituting Phase II. As you know, cases are still fluctuating, the
pandemic is not over, and we will stay abreast of new data as it comes in, and then proceed

accordingly -- for better or worse. Note that Phase II protocols include congregational singing
and an in-person BYO social hour following worship! 

Phase 2 Protocols

From Worship Committee 
Dear Friends,

We are very excited that we will be able to  offer both in person and virtual options for worship
this summer.   We want to remind everyone that we will all be learning how to do hybrid

worship together, so please be patient as we learn how to do this new thing together.   We
know worship will be different this summer but it will still be worship, and it will be good to be
together.   If you want to join us in person please be aware of the phase protocols which are in
place to make sure everyone, including the most vulnerable are safe to worship with us.   If you
want to join us in person, the worship will be live streamed on our website at 10:00am and put

onto youtube and facebook later the day.    Our summer series will be Unusual Suspects: Hidden
Gems from some lesser known and overlooked Biblical Players.  You can vote on who we talk

about by clicking on this link:  https://forms.gle/88nc4T9WqyptkYa88.  
See you soon!  Joanne and Nanci

 

https://forms.gle/88nc4T9WqyptkYa88
https://forms.gle/88nc4T9WqyptkYa88
https://forms.gle/88nc4T9WqyptkYa88


When we are finally able to look back on the 2020 Year of the Pandemic this congregation
will have some interesting memories to put in our history book! The public health crisis
prevented us from being able to safely gather in person to worship or take action on
important issues, but we found innovative ways to do both! In September of 2020 we held
a virtual congregational meeting using the internet to discuss the final phase of our four-
year long journey to becoming an Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church
of Christ. After that we put our heads together and decided it would be acceptable to invite
the congregation to vote on this matter by hosting a drive-through vote on a Sunday
afternoon. We had a very high turnout and we voted overwhelmingly to become an Open
and Affirming Congregation!
 We then had to submit our 
application to the United 
Church of Christ and 
in March 2021
we received the official 
notification we have been 
accepted! We are now 
listed on many 
websites (See photo) so
people seeking an Open 
and Affirming church know 
where to find us!

Well, here we are 5 months into 2021 and we are very pleased to report that this
congregation is doing very well operating within the budget that was approved for 2021!
Despite all the challenges we have faced with the pandemic health crisis that has
prevented us from worshipping safely in person, our congregation has been steadfast in
their commitment to funding the day-to-day operation of our church! Our staff are doing
near miraculous work maintaining the infrastructure of our spiritual wellbeing as well as
our beautiful building. Soon we will be able to safely gather again in our amazing
sanctuary, hear the mighty pipe organ, raise our voices in praise and smile at each other!
 
With gratitude,
The Stewardship Team
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Stewardship Update

Open and Affirming News
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May 16 2021 Governing Board Meeting

With Gratitude

May 16, 2021
Zoom Governing Board Meeting
Present:  Duane Jones, Ron Sluis, Marybeth and Bill Kennedy, Mary Hoffrichter, Meredith Rose, Bill
Weiner, Nanci Swenson, Jan Williams, John Helge, Jim Uhl, 
Pastor Liz
Guests:  Members of the Back to In-Person Worship Task Force; Sarah Helge, Kate Thomson, John
Gumpper, Dency Lippert

Duane J. called the meeting to order.
Pastor Liz H. opened with prayers
Duane J. presented the financial statements and explained why Deb moved $25,000 back into the Glass
Sticks and Bricks fund, because it wasn't needed at this time. 
Ron S made the motion to accept the financial report and Mary H. seconded.
Motion Passed.

Kate T.  and John G.  gave a presentation outlining current Covid 19 statistics in our county along with best
practices form public health experts and The Wisconsin Council of Churches for safer in person worship
practices.  
After discussing how shifting vaccine eligibility changes the percentage of vaccinated people and looking at
data and current trends 
Ron S.  Made a motion to accept the phase 1 protocols as written and return to in person worhip on June 6th
and Jim U. seconded 
Motion passed.  
Pastor Liz presented a proposal for in person and virtual hybrid church that in addition to the new camera
equipment that has already been approved an upgrade to our website and the hiring of a person to be a
digital minister overseeing virtual worship and website. 
John H made the motion to accept the proposal, and Ron S. seconded
Motion Passed
Pastor Liz brought up that two keys have been lost and we should replace them.
Ron S. made the motion that when lost keys need to be replaced there is a $25.00 replacement fee.  and Bill
K. seconded.  
Motion passed. 
Duane suggested that we get a key lock box with a code so that people who need in can get in without
needing to have their own key.  The board agreed to work towards one.  Ron S.  said he had one the church
could use. 
The board also agreed to take a donation of a "victorian" couch from John and Sarah H.  
The board will also begin seeking new members from within the congregation to be nominated at our annual
meeting in June.
Nanci S. motioned to adjourn the meeting. 

Thank you
Dear Faith Family,
Leah and Erik would like to express their gratitude for your continued support for them. 
 For all the prayers, the little ways you have reached out and the thoughtful card and gift
you shared with them.    Thank you for all you do to share the love of God with one
another.  



Happy Summer Birthday!

June 16 -  Haley Myers
June 17  - Evan Scarlata
June 20-  Jacky Swiger-  
                 Skaggs-Burkhart

         Marvin Chick

Aug 1 -Jerry Lewis 
Aug 4- Linda Diesing

Erik Johnson

Aug 7 - Abby Ault
Aug 11 - Kiely Ohman
Aug 17- Tootie Rowell 
Aug 22 - Linda Chick

Aug 23 - Jane Schimke
Aug 29 - Shannon Rourk
Aug 30- Cindy Welsh

N E W S L E T T E R  J U N E  2 0 2 1

U C C M A N I S T E E . O R G

June 21-  Dan Johnson
June 28 - Julie Finan
June 30- Chae Helge

June 3 - Renee Myers
June 7 - Sarah Helge
June 9 - Jerry Stege

Happy Summer Anniversary!

June

July
July 4 - Mary Beth Kennedy
July 6 - Kate Somsel
July 12- Marcia Vande
Vusse
July 14- Jill Wallace

July 16 - Bill Mason
July 18 -Noah Germanese
July 21 (or 29) - Julie
Matthews
July 26- Eleanor Scarlata

July 28 - John Helge
July  29- Lauren Maycock
July 30- Kirsten Amstutz

Jane Kendall

August

June 22- Bruce and Julie Matthews 
June 23- Duane and Darla Jones
June 24- Adrianna and Bob Persenire
June 30- David and Marcia Vande Vusse
 
July 2- John and Sarah Helge
July 4- Bill and Mary Beth Kennedy
July 13- Eric and Meredith Rose
July 17- Bill and Sally Mason
July 18- David and Sandy Turk

August 2- Steve and Kristen Kimm
August 10- Jim and Nancy Goodwin
August 12- Mickey and Julie Finan
August 13- John and Jean Rowe
August 15- Robert and Tricia Carlson
August 16- Erik and Leah Wachlin
August 18- Lauren and Ray Maycock
August 22 - Steve and Carol Davidson
August 29 - Bob and Sara Zielesch
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Game Night resumes,
starting June 3rd.

First and Third
Thursday of the month.
7:30 - 9:00pm, Games

will begin @ 7:45.
 

July Dates: 
 July 1st and July 15th

August Dates:
Aug 5th and Aug 19th

They might be just what the church
needs!

Friends it is that time of year again!  When we begin to look for
people who might be called to a leadership roll within our faith
community.  Could that be you?  Are you willing to serve on the

Governing Board?  Are you excited about the future of this church
and our family?  You might be just the person we need!   Talk to

Pastor Liz or Duane of you would like more information.



 Manistee First Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

412 4th Street 
       Manistee Mi, 49660     

S U M M E R

Office Hours
As we begin our hybrid worship with in person and virtual 

worship options, our office hours are changing!
Deb will be in the office Tuesday-Thursday from 9am-Noon

 
Pastor Liz will be in the office as much as possible Tuesday-

Thursday.  If you need to contact her when she is out of office,
her email remains the best option, or call her home phone.


