
First  C ong reg atio nal  C hur ch of  Manistee  Uni ted C hur ch of  C hris t  

February 2020         

The  Messenger 

From the Pastor… 

           "I love the recklessness of faith," he said. "First you leap, and then you grow wings"   -William Sloane Coffin 
Dear Friends, 
 My first thought for the February newsletter was to write something about love, after all February is the 
month we do all things “valentine”.  But I was having a hard time focusing in on what to talk about, after all the 
love of God is drastically different than the Hallmark valentine kind of love.  But just when I was ready to put 
fingers to keyboard it occurred to me that this is a leap year.  A pastor friend of mine from Watervliet posted 
this quote and inspiration struck. “I love the recklessness of faith," he said. "First you leap, and then you grow wings"    This 
year just happens to be a leap year.  Technically speaking leap years are necessary because it actually takes 
the year 365.242189 days, or 365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes, and 45 seconds to go around the sun, so in or-
der to make the calendar actually work we need to have an extra day every 4 years.  What if we looked at 
leap year as more than just a time keeping necessity.   Instead looked at it as an opportunity to reflect on the 
recklessness of faith.   
 There are a number of different quotes about the need to have faith before we leap, and they all point 
to the same kind of idea.  Our faith is what allows us to take risks, and there are times when we should put 
aside our fears, and our concerns and simply step out on faith.  Most of these quotes might feel a little cliché 
and a little cheese.  I remember one of the principals used to end every conversation, with “Aim for the moon, 
don’t worry if you miss you will land among the stars.”   We used to roll our eyes at that a lot and we made a 
lot of jokes about that phrase, but it did hold a little bit of truth.  Almost all the work that churches and congre-
gations do is entirely done on faith.    The little things and the big things are done based on faith.   We 
plan a coffee hour on the faith that someone will be there to have a cup of coffee with.  We care for the build-
ing on faith that people will have a use for it in 50 years.  We support our youth with trips to conventions dur-
ing the summer and pizza Sunday night with the hope that those young people will continue to build and 
strengthen this congregation as they grow.    
 This month I’d like to invite all of us, as a congregation and in our personal lives, to think about our 
faith, and the risks we take.   Most of us do take risks, most of us do live our lives with a faith that the things 
we try will work out.  If that wasn’t the case it would be hard to do anything.  But is that faith a reckless faith?  
The idea of nurturing a reckless faith is an inspiring one.  Being reckless isn’t always a good idea, most of the 
time we teach our young people not to be reckless, but growing a reckless faith feels like something God 
would do.  After all God has a habit of being reckless with grace, love and forgiveness.    Offering all of that to 
us time and time again without strings or expectations.   Is it too much to ask that we offer just one thing back 
with the same kind of abandon and recklessness?  If we acted and lived our lives with a sense of reckless 
faith in God what might we do next? How might we change the world?   
 As much fun as it might to suggest we all celebrate leap year by taking a giant leap of faith on Febru-
ary 29th, I’m not going to do that.  But only because I think we can do better, than that.  If we really think about 
the hopes and dreams of this congregation (and our own lives) and then pursue them with a reckless faith 
what a wonderful life we could build.    
Blessings,    Pastor Liz 
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 Stewardship…. 

The committee is pleased to report that for the first time in recent memory (at least by John Helge’s 
memory) the total amount pledged for the coming year is over $100,000.  Thank you all for your gen-
erosity in supporting the ongoing operation of the church.  We are hoping this means that we will not 
have to dip into the endowment fund to meet our expenses this year, as we have in several past 
years.  (The endowment fund won’t survive too many of these “dips.”)  Whether we can accomplish 
this goal also depends on how successful we are in our fundraising endeavors and how generous 
people are in making unpledged contributions.   Again, our thanks for your continuing support.  

 

John Helge   Bill Wiener   Jim Uhl  
Stewardship Co- Chair Stewardship Co-Chair Stewardship Co-Chair 

 

Fellowship… 
 
A big thank you to all who have signed up and hosted coffee hour after worship. It is a time of reflec-
tion and relaxation for everyone. It is not hard to do, coffee and cookies are great, and there are no 
complaints with that. I am always willing to help in any way. There have been times when no one 
has signed up, and we have gone into the freezer to get a few things out, or Someone has gone to 
Family Fare for donut holes and it works. If you have questions, please ask. Mary and Stu 
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February 
 

 1  David Vande Vusse 
 6   Pastor Liz Hoy 
16 Alice Amstutz 
21 Mary Hoffrichter 
22 Betsy Rosenow 
24 Anne Baker 
25 Pam Weiner 
26 Phyllis Thorsen 
28 Jeannie Lewis  

         No February Anniversary’s 

Property Committee… 
The gap in the oak street doors has been fixed so no more puddles by the boots. 

 
The rebuilding of the front door is progressing and the door builder should be starting within two 
weeks, as a result the front door entrance will be closed for a couple months. 

 
The plaster repair work in the Sanctuary is scheduled to begin this Thursday and should be com-
plete well before we come back upstairs to worship in April. 

 

Women’s Fellowship… 

All of the women are invited to meet in our church, on Monday, February 10, at 5:30. It won’t be a 
long meeting,  however we would really love to have you join us.  We need all of the ideas you might 
have for reactivating our  Women’s Fellowship program. Please plan on joining us! 
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Worship Ministry Team…. 
 
The last Sunday in January we were able to host a service of Christian Unity.  It was wonderful to 
have over 100 people in worship in our sanctuary and close to 40 people singing in a joint choir.  
This service was planned with Holy Trinity Episcopal, Good Shepherd Lutheran and Christ the King 
Anglican Church.   Rev. Jody Bambas preached a wonderful sermon, and Pastor Liz led prayers and 
The Story for All Generations.  Area clergy have been gathering once a week since before thanks-
giving and hope to continue to work together to bring more ecumenical worships and gatherings to 
the wider community of Manistee.   
 
At the end of February we will observe Ash Wednesday.  We will once again be offering a service of 
reflection and the distribution of ashes.  Ash Wednesday Service will be Wednesday February 26th at 
7:00pm.  This year Pastor Liz and the worship team are working with Worship Design Studio for a 
Lenten worship series; “Entering the Passion of Jesus:  Picturing Ourselves in the Story.”  Marcia 
McFee the director of worship design studio describes the series like this.  

The events of Christ’s Passion, which take place during the last week of Jesus’ life, of-
ten don’t receive enough time in our worship and study. These stories are important to 
our faith journey and our identity as followers of Jesus. And yet we often move too 
quickly from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday with little time to take in the dramatic story 
of that last week. Throughout the six weeks of Lent we will “freeze-frame” moments in 
Holy Week so we might put ourselves in the picture, thereby “Entering the Passion of 
Jesus.” How might taking a closer look at the ancient story open us to deeper convic-
tion for our role in its ongoing message? 
 

We hope you will join us in worship during the month of February and the season of Lent.   
 
~Nanci Swenson and Joanne Cotugno 
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Deadline to order books will be 
Monday February 17th.  Please  
let Pastor Liz know if  you’d like 
her to order your book. 
                                                                            

 
Men’s Fellowship…. 
 
Here are a few dates to keep in mind... 
 
We will be having three waffle breakfasts this year: 
 
Saturday, April 18 @ 9:30am 
Saturday, July 18 @ 9:30am 
Saturday, October 17 @ 9:30am 
 
We will also continue to host coffee hour every second Sunday of the month. 
This month will be on Sunday, February 9th. 
 
davidholmer@yahoo.com 
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Other News…. 
 

Tom Ott is retiring as a pastor on March 8, 2020.  
Our faith community - First Congregational Church in Battle Creek - is planning a celebration of his 
39 years as a pastor on that date.  
You may know he started his career as pastor at your church, back in 1981.  
 
Part of how we would like to honor him, is creating a "memory book" with letters from people whose 
lives he has influenced as a pastor. While it has been a long time since he was there, I wondered if 
you might include information about this in your bulletin/newsletter or whatever communication you 
use, if there is anyone who would like to contribute to this "memory book." If so, they would send it in 
one of the following ways: 
 
Email to Jaimie Fales, our church administrator at jaimie@fccbc.org 
USPS  
First Congregational Church 
Jaimie Fales 
145 Capital Ave, NE 
Battle Creek, MI  49017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*************************************************************************************************************** 
A Gentle Reminder: 
 
It is the season of winter and small animals often come inside looking for warmth and snacks.  
Please remember that while we want to be hospitable and welcoming we probably don’t want to wel-
come mice and more bats.    Please be careful with foods.  The sink closest to the basement door 
has a garbage disposal, and while it would be best to put all food stuffs in the garbage that is the 
best sink to rinse the dishes in so we can be sure to clean it out.  Please try to remember to clean 
out all the sinks when you are done cleaning up in the kitchen.    
 
The church staff and the youth group are always grateful when there is a cookie or two left for them 
to snack on, but we don’t like to assume.  Please if you are leaving food that is for the taking please 
leave a note so we know.  We would hate to eat something you had a plan for.   Also please try not 
to leave food on the counter it is too tempting for creatures to snack on.  When in doubt please put 
all food into the fridge or the freezer.   
 
Thank you for helping us keep the church kitchen clean.  
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Youth Group… 
The youth group has big plans this summer, and we will need your help!  In the past two 

years the youth of our congregation have had the opportunity to attend large gatherings of youth and 
adults of the wider UCC.  In 2017 we attended the Great Lakes Regional Youth Event in Chicago, 
and last summer many of us attended the youth portion of our national gathering at Synod in Mil-
waukee.    Many of our youth group members have also participated in conference events.  At an-
nual meeting this past October the youth were honored with the Murdale Leyseth Award for leader-
ship.   
 This summer we will be working towards attending Summer Fest a Michigan conference 
event that will be held at Camp Talahi in Howell Mi.  Summer Fest will be June 26th-27th and will be a 
wonderful opportunity for UCC youth from all over Michigan to connect and learn.    
 This summer National Youth Event which brings together youth from all over the country will 
be held at Purdue University in West Lafayette IN.  From July 22-25th we will gather, sing, pray, 
laugh, eat, do service projects and learn together.  The Michigan Conference is helping to under-
write the cost of travel so we can all travel together on the same bus.   
 We are working on some fundraising ideas, so please be on the lookout for more ways you 
can help get us to these awesome events.  We are working on planning another rummage sale so 
keep your eyes open for information on that.  (please don’t start bringing things to church just yet 
though!).  We will be hosting coffee hours and asking for free will donations one Sunday a month, 
and selling concessions at  BINGO once the governing board gets that going.   
 We are so grateful for your continued support and love.  
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GOVERNING BOARD MINUTES 
December 15, 2019 

 
Present:  Pastor Liz Hoy, Moderator Duane Jones, Mary Hoffrichter, Joanne Cotugno, John Helge, Jim 
Uhl, Mary Beth Kennedy, Jan Williams, Stu Swiger, and Nanci Swenson   
 
Meeting started at 11:30 with a prayer by Pastor Liz. 
 
Concerning the current financials, we did pretty well keeping expenses down.  John is working 
up a budget for the coming year, but the numbers are a bit rough right now as not as many 
pledges are in yet.  Last month's minutes and financials were approved on a motion by John 
(2nd. by Jim).       
 
Mary, for Fellowship, said that we need Coffee Hour sign-ups. 
 
Worship discussed the sanctuary poinsettias, Christmas Eve and Epiphany services. 
 
Mary Beth, for Outreach Ministry, said that Sandy Turk and Kristin Kimm want to help with 
cards sent out for birthdays and other occasions.   
 
Duane said that the hearing impaired devices have been installed that are compatible with our 
sound system.  We are encouraged to spread the word to those who might benefit from using 
them during worship.  See Duane before the service to try one out.   
 
He also said that more BINGO chair people are needed to be in compliance with State regula-
tions.   John and Nanci volunteered.  A couple of people will also be needed each night simply 
to listen and observe players.  Bingo will be up and running every Friday night from 6:00 – 
8:00, shortly after the New Year.   
 
The cost of re-plastering the sanctuary has been covered by benefactors and will begin soon.  
Painting will not be included in that cost and will have to be done afterward.    The front doors 
on 4th. St. will soon be taken off and repaired so that they close better.   
 
Pastor Liz announced that we will host an ecumenical Unity Sunday Service the 3rd. week in 
January.  She also said that Deb will be gone this week and that the office will closed between 
Christmas and New Year as well.   
 
Meeting Adjourned at 12:00. 
 
Submitted by Nanci Swenson (filling in for Susan Flarity) 
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First Congregational UCC 
Governing Board Meeting 

January 19, 2020 
 
Moderator Duane Jones called the meeting to order at 11:08.. 
 
Present:  Pastor Liz, Stu Swiger, Jan Williams, Meredith Rose, Mary Hoffrichter, Mary Beth and Bill Ken-
nedy, David Holmer, Jim Uhl, Jane Amstutz, and Nanci Swenson 
 
Pastor Liz began with a prayer. 
 
No minutes were sent out from January's meeting, but the financials were approved on a motion by Mary H. 
(2nd. Jim U.).  Just over $100,000. has been pledged.  The Board feels that it has been very responsible with its 
budget of last year.   
 
Jane reported that the youth group is planning to go to the National Youth Event this summer in Indianapolis.  
To raise money, she asked that they be able to host coffee hour once a month and ask for a donation from 
members participating.  Approved on a motion by Meredith (2nd. Nanci). 
 
A plumber charged about $200.00 last week to do work related to the parlor restroom.  He augured out the 90' 
line and got rid of tree roots and clogs.  NOTHING should be flushed other than toilet paper.  The pipe is in 
good shape and will not need replacement any time soon.  The sink is once again vented properly.  The two 
wooden doors on Fourth St. will soon be taken off and entirely rebuilt by Malliot Construction of Ludington.  
They will, however, be able to use the old hardware.   
 
Bylaws state that we should have a Congregational Budget Meeting in January; however, John Helge is out of 
the country now.  When he returns, the Finance Committee will finish the budget, and there will be a congre-
gational meeting in February.  This postponement was approved on a motion  by David (2nd. Jim).   
 
There will be news soon about “re-invigorating” Women's Fellowship. 
 
Confirmation and Youth Group are going well.  There are 5 confirmands. 
 
Pastor Liz reports that since Carol Franke has passed away, she wants to give the Craft Group key to Chere 
Ohman – as soon as it is found.   
 
Friday night Bingo will start soon.  Re-liscensure will occur soon.  Meredith agreed to be trained as well.   
Ecumenical Service will be next Sunday.  Lent will start at the end of February.   
 
Adjournment at 11:35. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nanci Swenson (Secretary pro-tem) 
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 In our prayers. . . 
Please keep the following persons and concerns in your prayers.  
Phone numbers and addresses are provided so you may contact 
them with a call or card.  If you have someone to add to the prayer 
list, please contact the church office. 
• The Family of Nancy Ault. 
• Donna Holmer, David’s mother, battling cancer. 
• Graeleigh Jenson, 11 yr old, fighting a rare cancer. 
• Don Jones, Duane’s dad, Green Acres. 
• Jenny, Renee Myers Sister-In-Law, battling cancer. 
• Mary Dixon, Mike Zimmerman’s sister. 
• Steve Lashbrook, under doctor’s care, Akron, OH 
• Barbara Pennell, Mary Beth Kennedy’s sister. 
• The family of Carol Ann Franke, who passed away Jan. 12th 
• Jeanette Smock, Deb’s mom, at home on hospice care. 
• Kathy Swiger, under doctor’s care. 
• Jill Wallace, recovering from knee surgery. 
• Peter Zimmerman, Mike Zimmerman’s Brother. 
• Mike Zimmerman, under doctor’s care. 
• Velva Householder, under doctor’s care. 
 
United Northern Association Executive Committee approved the con-
cept of a prayer circle for all our churches to help us stay connected 
even if only just through prayer. 
For the month of February 2020 we have been asked to  
remember in prayer the congregation of the UCC Church in: 
• Ironton , MI Congregational Church UCC 
• Our homebound and care center members:   
            Dr. Donald Schwing,Greg Gamache,  
               Margaret Johnson & Edie Minster  
• Family members serving in the military: Ben Bultema, nephew 

of Bill and Mary Beth Kennedy, Evan Weston, son of Dee and 
Lars Berentsen and nephew of Duane and Darla; Richie Ghi-
nelli, nephew of Jane Cole; Tyler Harris, grandson of Al Mahler; 
Alex Campbell, grandson of Annabelle Rappole; Luke Hime-
baugh, brother-in law of Catrina Brown; Jordan LaPoint, grand-
son of Mary Hoffrichter; Jacob Morgan, grandson of Stuart and 
Kathy Swiger; Jonathan Jacobs, nephew of Darla & Duane 
Jones, Zach Scarcliff, step son & son of Eric and Meredith Rose 

First  Congregational 
          Church of Manistee 
United Church of Christ 

412 Fourth Street 
Manistee, MI 49660 

231.723.5361 
mfcucc@gmail.com 

officemfcucc@gmail.com 
www.uccmanistee.org 

Sunday Worship 

Pastor Elizabeth Hoy 
Admin. Secretary Deb Sorenson 
Custodian Doug Savela 
Music Director Jerry Stege 
  
Moderator Duane Jones 
Asst. Moderator Ron Sluis 
Treasurer Jan Williams 
Recorder Susan Flarity 
Worship                     Nanci Swenson and    
                                          Joanne Cotugno 
Property       Bill Kennedy/David Holmer  
Education Linda Chick 
  
Outreach Mary Beth Kennedy 
                               & Sandy Turk 
Stewardship Bill Weiner, 
                           Jim Uhl and John Helge 
Fellowship Mary Hoffrichter and 
 Stuart Swiger  
Youth Representative    Jane Amstutz   
Personnel Jan Williams 
Memorial                   NEEDED 
Endowment       Duane Jones & John  Helge 
Craft Group             Chere Ohman 
                                        
Historian                   NEEDED  
 
 
 Church Office Hours 

Mon.—Thurs. 9 to Noon 
Pastor’s Office Hours 

Variable-Please Call the Office 



412 4th Street 
Manistee, MI 49660 

No matter who you are or where you are on 
life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

Phone: 231.723.5361 
E-mail: mfcucc@gmail.com 
             officemfcucc@gmail.com 
Website: uccmanistee.org 

First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

 
ECHO His Love 

February  

Donation Items: 

 

Diapers & Wipes 
And 

Canned Meats 
 


